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I. A BIT ABOUT ME 

A. I didn’t really understand the Song of Solomon for most of my Christian life. It has only been in 
the last 10 years, that I’ve begun to dive into this wealth of treasure of God’s heart.  

B. There was a truth found in the Song of Solomon that unlocked my heart and opened up a whole 
new dimension in my relationship with God. When I discovered that God not only loved me, but 
that He liked me (delighted in me, wanted to be with me), that changed everything for me. In 
America, the word love is tossed around in so many ways. We say, “I love pizza. Oh, I love your 
shirt, etc.” My culture, combined with my family life, and the things I believed distorted my 
view of what love really was. Once I got revelation that God really liked me and enjoyed me, my 
heart opened up to deeper understanding of His love for me.  

C. This was just the beginning of the transformation God has done in my life through the truths in 
Song of Solomon.  

II. WHY STUDY SOS? 

A. If we want to grow in intimacy with God, we need to have a right view of God and know how 
God sees us. The love of God is foundational in our walk with God. Who wants to walk with a 
mostly angry, sad, mad or disappointed God? We need clarity on how our God sees us and feels 
about us if we are going to have a close friendship with Him.  

B. There are different ways we grow in our friendship with God. One main way is through prayer. 
Prayer is our conversation with God. Whether it’s through intercession, personal petition or 
devotional prayer. In Sos (Song of Sol), we see both how God feels about us and in 
understanding the biblical themes, we can pray them back to God and dialogue with him through 
devotional prayer to develop our friendship and unity with God.  

C. The Song of Solomon, through the allegorical interpretation, is the story of each believer 
growing into a mature partner of Jesus. Jesus prayed that the love of the Father would be in us. 
Father wants to give us the same love for Jesus that He has.  

D. By Studying the Song of Solomon, we not only see the way God feels about us, but we also see 
the way God responds to us, and how we can respond to God in different spiritual seasons. Jesus 
told his disciples about what would happen to him before hand so their hearts would not be 
troubled. As we look at the journey of growing in maturity, we too, will know how to respond to 
God in different spiritual seasons.  

III. INTERPRETATION: NOT ABOUT A GIRL IN A DRESS 

A. There are different ways to interpret this Song. Here, we will address two main ways. Each one 
has several applications that are distinct. Each of these approaches are valid and edifying. 
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B. Natural interpretation- This view depicts a literal human love story between King Solomon and 
his bride, the Shulamite. It is a natural love story based on biblical principles written to honor 
and inspire deeper love within marriage. It is a wonderful love story that gives symbolic 
principles on the beauty of married love.  

C. Spiritual (Allegorical) interpretation: this is a symbolic interpretation to see the spiritual truths in 
our relationship with Jesus behind the natural love story. This is the approach I will use. We will 
study the Song to gain deeper understanding of our relationship with Jesus. This is the most 
common interpretation over the last 3000 years (since Solomon wrote this Song). 

1. Jesus is exalted in the Song. He spoke of Himself from all the Scriptures to the disciples 
on the Emmaus road. He went through all 39 books (including Song of Solomon) of the 
OT to speak of Himself.  

He expounded…in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. (Lk. 24:27) 

2. The Spirit inspired all Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16) and exalts Jesus in all that He does. 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. (Jn. 16:14) 

3. The Spirit has deep friendship with Jesus and a fierce loyalty to fill people with love for 
Jesus. They have been together from eternity past. Thus, it is inconceivable for the Spirit 
to inspire a book in the Bible without Jesus being the predominant theme.  

D. The Bridal paradigm- knowing who we are as the bride of Christ- is not about being a woman 
wearing a white dress. It’s about position. Women are also “sons of God,” regarding position, 
because sons inherit. In Christ, we are one, and we are co-heirs with Christ, having an 
inheritance in the saints (Eph 1.17-19).  

E. In this age, marriage is the closest relationship possible. Paul compares our relationship to Jesus 
as to that of a marriage in Eph 5. God has invited us into the deepest, most personal relationship 
with Himself. That is what being the Bride of Christ is all about. I have a vision for my life to be 
as close to God in this age as He will give me grace for. I want to hear the divine conversations 
around the throne room like David did in Ps 2; to talk to God face to face as a friend like Moses 
did. But oh, how much more access we have to God than David and Moses! We have the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in us! Oh, the thoughts and intents of His heart that He wants to share with us! He 
wants to tell us what is on his heart. If only we will stand in His counsel! (Jer 23:18,22) I want to 
answer the desire of Jesus’ prayer in John 17, that we would love Him the way He loves us.  

F. We refuse all sensual overtones in interpreting the Song of Solomon allegorically and in our 
understanding of the Bride of Christ message. Jesus is not our lover or boyfriend; such a concept 
is inappropriate and irreverent. Receiving the “kiss of God’s Word” in Song 1:2 has absolutely 
nothing to do with physically kissing God. It speaks of the Word of God touching our heart by 
the Holy Spirit. 



SONG OF SOLOMON –  JENNIFER ALEXANDER  
SESSION 5 – SOS Overview PAGE 3 

Cadence HOP Seminar April 2015 
www.cadencehop.org 

G. Paul describes believers as betrothed, or “engaged,” to Jesus in this age (2 Cor. 11:2). The 
consummation of the marriage between Christ and His Church is in the age to come when we see 
Him face to face. The essence of the message of the Bride of Christ and of the Song of Solomon 
is the revelation of Jesus’ beauty, His emotions for us, and His commitment to share His heart, 
throne, secrets, and beauty with us as our Bridegroom King, and of our response of wholehearted 
love and obedience to His will. 

H. Jesus introduced the bridal perspective of the kingdom by referring to Himself as a 
bridegroom—“But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and 
then they will fast” (Mt. 9:15).  

I. In the parable of the wedding feast, He added to this concept of the Church as His Bride by 
comparing the kingdom to His Father arranging a marriage for Him (Mt. 22:2). The theme of the 
Bride of Christ occurs throughout the New Testament (Mt. 25:1-46; Jn. 3:29; Rom. 7:4; 2 Cor. 
11:2; Eph. 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:2). Finally, at the end of the age, Jesus will return in 
response to the Church crying out to Him in her bridal identity—“The Spirit and the bride say, 
‘Come!’” (Rev. 22:17). 

J. Being the bride of Christ is also a theme in the Old Testament 
For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is 
your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called. (Is. 54.5) 

 
For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. (Is 62.5) 

 
“Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the Lord, “I remember the devotion 
of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. 
(Jer 2.2) 

IV. QUOTES FROM MEN IN CHURCH HISTORY: 

A. George Whitefield (preacher, evangelist) 

…Solomon’s Song contains a dialogue betwixt Christ and his Church. The church had been 
commending Christ, had been telling what a glorious and blessed Savior He was (Song 5:10- 
16); and after she has done this, she did glory in the character, and her heart is so full of love to 
Christ, of being so nearly related to him, that, with humbleness of mind, she is obliged to cry out 
“This is my Beloved”(Song 5:16). There is a peculiar emphasis to be put on this. Was there ever 
a friend like Him! She calls on all to admire Him. I hope ’tis from a sense of love on my own 
soul, that I recommend the Lord Jesus Christ to to be your Friend: For ’tis the Lord Jesus Christ 
that is here called a Friend! O happy men and women that can say, Christ is our Friend! I think 
I feel at present something of that which the Church felt when she cried our, “This is my 
Beloved.” (Christ Our Friend. quintapress.macmate.me/PDF_Books/Christ_Our_Friend.pdf) 

B. Charles Finney (American revivalist) 
“…it seemed as if my soul was wedded to Christ, in a sense in which I had never had any 
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thought or conception of before. The language of the Song of Solomon was as natural to me as 
my breath...I not only had all the freshness of my first love, but a vast accession to it. Indeed, the 
Lord lifted me so much above anything that I had ever experienced before.” (They Found the 
Secret. Zondervan Publications) 

C. J. Hudson Taylor (missionary to china) 

Few portions of the Word will help the devout student more in the pursuit of this all-important 
“knowledge of God” than the too-much neglected “Song of Solomon.” Like other portions of the 
Word of God, this book has its difficulties. But so have all the works of God…In Solomon, the 
bridegroom king…we have a type of our LORD, the true Prince of peace, in His coming 
reign…Can a study of the book which helps us to understand these mysteries of grace and love 
be other than most profitable? (Union and Communion, Introduction) 
 

V. TWO MAIN THEMES IN THE BOOK 

A. Two distinctives that are emphasized in the Song: God’s emotions for His people and the first 
commandment. By being students of God’s emotions, we will see and experience more of God’s 
love.   

1. God’s emotions: By seeing God’s love, delight, desire, and enjoyment of His people, we 
are empowered to love God with all of our heart (1 Jn. 4:19). The Song emphasizes the 
emotional side of God’s personality and His relationship with His people.  

2. First commandment: God’s first priority for His people is that they love Him with all of 
their heart. One purpose in studying the Song is to position ourselves to receive a greater 
impartation of the Father’s love for Jesus (Jn. 17:26).  
2“I have declared to them Your [the Father’s] name, and will declare it, that the love 
with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (Jn. 17:26) 

3. We love God because God first loved us (1 John 4:19). In order to walk out the First 
Commandment, we need to receive more of God’s love for us. If we try to “love” God 
without knowing his love for us, we end up in obligatory routes of religion, instead of an 
overflow of living love. The First Commandment is a great encouragement to me. God 
never commands something that we cannot obtain in the grace of God! Thus, in his 
commandments is an inherit promise of grace and ability to walk it out! God wants us to 
love him with everything, BECAUSE, this is the way He loves us! He does not ask us to 
do something he is not doing. He loves us, and wants us to love him in return, knowing 
that this will bring the most joy, satisfaction and abundance to our life, because our 
maker, who is our husband, knows how he made us.  

B. David was a man after God’s own heart. He was a student of God’s emotions. 

VI. INTRODUCTION TO THE SONG STRUCTURE 

A. The two primary sections of the Song are Song 1-4 and Song 5-8. 
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1. The first four chapters of the Song focus on the Bride understanding and enjoying her 
inheritance in Christ. These chapters emphasize how God views and desires her. 

2. The last four chapters focus on Jesus’ inheritance in the Bride. We seek something from 
Him, but He also seeks something from us. He wants us to love Him with all our heart 
(Mt. 22:37). The focus of the book completely shifts in the middle (4:16-5:1).  

VII. THREE MAIN CHARACTERS IN THE BOOK 

A. King Solomon: in the spiritual interpretation he is a picture of the triumphant resurrected Jesus 
Christ who is the King of Kings. 

B. Shulamite maiden: in the spiritual interpretation she is a picture of the Bride of Christ. She is 
introduced as a young maiden who grows up to become a Bride in mature partnership with King 
Jesus. The Shulamite is mentioned once by name (6:13). She lived in Shunam (north of Jezreel). 

C. Daughters of Jerusalem: in the spiritual interpretation they speak of sincere yet spiritually 
immature believers. They look to the Shulamite for answers on how to grow close to the King. 
They are not an actual group that we can identify in history (but personify immature believers). 

 

An Overview of the Storyline of Song of Solomon 

VIII. THE DIVINE KISS AND BRIDE’S LIFE VISION (SONG 1.2-4) 
 
2 Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth (Word). For Your love is better than wine…4 Draw me 
away (intimacy)! We will run after you (ministry). (Song 1:2-4) 

A. The theme of the Song of Solomon is the Bride’s spiritual journey to be drawn near to Jesus in 
intimacy and then to run in deep partnership with Him in ministry. She matures in both these two 
realities as she experiences the kisses of God’s word touching her heart. 

B. I think about this being like Moses on the mountain with God for 40 days twice! (first time in 
Exodus 24, second time Ex. 33-34). After Moses had been on the mountain with God for 40 days 
and nights, he said, “Lord, if you won’t go with us, don’t send us!” and “Lord, show me your 
glory!” Moses had already been with God for 40 days and nights. And yet, now he’s saying, 
Lord, show me your glory! He’s got a taste of God and wants more! And, he doesn’t want to do 
anything apart from God. This is the cry of the mature partner of God. Lord, give me more of 
you! And, Lord, I only want to do what I see you doing!  

IX. JOURNEY BEGINS WITH A PARADOX OF GRACE (SONG 1.5-11) 
5 I am dark, but lovely (to God)… (Song 1:5) 
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A. The paradox of our faith is that we are dark yet we are lovely to God.  Though we are clean 
because of the blood of the lamb, thus lovely to God, we are still working out this salvation in 
our soul (Phil 2.12). Both truths must be held in tension to understand who we are before God. 
Some emphasize how sinful we are (darkness of our heart) and others emphasize how beautiful 
we are to God (lovely in Christ). 

B. Isaiah has a similar revelation in ch. 6. In the light of God’s beauty and majesty, he sees his 
‘uncleanness’ before the Lord. God takes the coal and cleanses him and Isaiah is immediately 
commissioned by God. David, also, knew that repentance brought restored relationship with 
God. David was quick to repent of his sin and knew he was lovely to God. He did not disqualify 
himself because of his mistakes. Paul said he was the chief of sinners, yet he did not walk around 
with a sin conscience, but rather, forgetting what lies behind, he pressed on to the goal of Christ  

C. 6 my own vineyard I have not kept (Song 1.6).She has also realized that in her zeal for God, she 
has neglected to care for her own heart (vineyard). She has allowed the 2nd commandment to 
come before the First.  

D. 7 Tell me, O You whom I love, where You feed your flock…For why should I be as one who 
veils herself by the flocks of Your companions? 8 …O fairest (most beautiful) among women 
follow in the footsteps of the flock, and feed your little goats beside the shepherds’ tents. (Song 
1:7-8)- As a result of realizing her spiritual barrenness and need to take care of her own 
vineyard, she has a desperate cry to have more of Jesus. Jesus tenderly reveals his heart for her 
and affirms her sincerity. He encourages her to stay in the fellowship of believers. I know people 
who have left the church for a season for healing, but this is temporary and only when it’s 
something God is leading. We need to stay connected to a body of believers. (1.7-11) 

X. UNDERSTANDING HER IDENTITY IN GOD’S BEAUTY (SONG 1:12-2:7) 

A. 16 Behold, You are handsome (beautiful), my Beloved! Yes, pleasant! (Song 1:16) 
She begins her journey into being fascinated by Jesus’ beauty. She sees salvation as more than 
being forgiven and blessed in her circumstances, but as an invitation to live fascinated by Jesus.  
(Ps. 27:4). 

B. 1 I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. (Song 2:1) 

She receives revelation of her identity in Christ as a beautiful rose in God’s sight and as one who 
has purity. 

C. 3 I sat down in His shade (resting in the finished work of the cross) with great delight, and His 
fruit was sweet to my taste. 4 He brought me to the banqueting House, and His banner 
(leadership) over me was love. 5 Sustain me…refresh me…for I am lovesick. (Song 2:3-5) 
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Jesus is sweet to her heart as she rests under the shade of the finished work of the cross (rest of 
God –Heb 4.9-11). She experiences the superior pleasures of knowing God as she feeds at His 
table and lives under the banner of His excellent leadership. In this she becomes lovesick. The 
goal of her life is her own spiritual happiness. This happens best when she experiences God's 
Presence. In the future, her goal will be to walk as His inheritance regardless of the cost. 

XI. CHALLENGING THE COMFORT ZONE (SONG 2:8-17) 
 
8 The voice of my Beloved! He comes leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills. 9 My 
beloved is like a gazelle…10 My Beloved spoke, "Rise up, My love…and come away. 14 Let Me see 
your face, let Me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely." 17 Until the day 
breaks and the shadows flee away, Turn, my Beloved… (Song 2:8-17) 

A. Jesus is pictured as effortlessly skipping and leaping over the mountains or as working to fulfill 
the Great Commission. The mountains speak of obstacles (human, demonic). Jesus has power 
over all of them.  

B. She has learned to enjoy His presence sitting at His table (2:3-5). Jesus wants more than a Bride 
who enjoys His presence; He also wants deep partnership with her in the work of the kingdom. 
Therefore, He disturbs her “comfort zone” to call her to a higher place of obedience and faith 

C. She refuses Him by telling Him to turn and go to the mountain without her (2:17). Her painful 
compromise is due to her immaturity and fear not rebellion. She fears that total obedience will be 
too difficult and costly. She loves Him, but does not think she has the strength to fully obey Him. 

XII. SHE EXPERIENCES GOD’S LOVING DISCIPLINE (SONG 3:1-5) 
 
1 By night on my bed I sought the One I love…but I did not find Him. 2 I will rise now…I will seek 
the one I love. 4…When I found the One I love. I held Him and would not let Him go… (Song 3:1-4) 

A. She experiences the discipline of God as He hides His face from her. The sweetness of Song 2 is 
gone. The revival service has dried up. God, what happened? We are doing the same thing we’ve 
been doing, but now you’ve lifted your presence. Something is not working. What happened? 

B. He wants to remove everything in us that hinders love. Fear is not part of his kingdom. Jesus 
knows how to help us overcome our fears. He removes the feeling of his presence to help her 
overcome her fears. He disciplines us out of His affection (Heb. 12:5-12). God’s correction is not 
the same thing as His rejection. Father promises to deliver us from bondage. Father loves us too 
much to allow us to come up short of partnering with Jesus as His Bride. 

C. She soon “arises” to obey the call to leave her comfort (3:2). Jesus’ manifest presence returns in 
response to her obedience (3:4). 

XIII. A FRESH REVELATION OF JESUS AS A “SAFE SAVIOR” (SONG 3:6-11) 



SONG OF SOLOMON –  JENNIFER ALEXANDER  
SESSION 5 – SOS Overview PAGE 8 

Cadence HOP Seminar April 2015 
www.cadencehop.org 

She’s been victorious in overcoming her fear and Jesus reveals Himself as one who is safe to 
obey 100%. She believes that 100% obedience is the only safe place in life. Walking with Jesus 
on the water is far safer than being in the boat without Him. 

XIV. THE PROPHETIC HEART OF THE BRIDEGROOM GOD (SONG 4:1-8) 
 

Behold, you are fair (beautiful), My love! Behold, you are fair (Song 4:1) 

A. The maiden rose up to go into the city (3:2), but she does not go to the mountains until Song 4:6. 
Yet she is beautiful to the king. He describes 8 distinct virtues of her beauty that He sees 
emerging in her life. (4:1-5). Jesus prophetically proclaims her “budding virtues”.  

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, 
because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Sam 16:7) 

B. God does not see as man sees. He looks at the heart. Knowing that God does not define us by our 
failures changes the way we relate to God. In Song 4:1-8, Jesus lists 8 budding virtues he sees in 
the garden of our hearts. Because we are born again, we have these desires in us, even when we 
don’t feel we are doing “well” in any one of these given areas. God sees our desire to cultivate 
each one of these flowers in our heart.  

C. God’s primary method to change weak believers is to cause us to feel how much He cherishes us. 
In this way, He removes the stain of our sin and shame from our heart. When we feel cherished, 
we become confident and bold in our love for Jesus. The power of King David’s life was found 
in knowing and feeling loved by God. God’s cherishing heart is one of the most prominent 
themes in the Song. 
35 Your right hand has held me up, Your gentleness has made me great. (Ps. 18:35) 

D.  Jesus cherishes us by esteeming us as His Bride and by treating us with gentleness and affection 
as He affirms the budding virtues in our lives (even in our weakness when we stumble). 

1. He does not flatter us. In other words, He does not give us insincere praise, nor does He 
exaggerate what He says. His words are true. 

2. He does not manipulate us with words. His love is pure, thus His praise is pure. He sees 
us rightly. His words are true.  

E. Jesus does not define our life by our struggles. He does not relate to me as the one who struggles 
with pride, but rather as one who is pursuing humility. He sees more than our failure. He defines 
us by the seeds of virtue that are in our heart and what we set our heart on, not only by what we 
attain. He sees a willing spirit in us (Mt. 26:41). He defines us by our longings to love and obey 
Him. 
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F. When Israel was being attacked by the mighty Midianites, an angel appeared to Gideon and said, 
“O mighty man of valor” (Judges 6). Gideon was in disbelief about what God had called him, 
saying , “I am of the weakest family group in Manasseh and also I am the weakest of my 
family.” The Lord saw in Gideon what he could not see in himself. The Lord saw seeds of faith 
and courage that he was not yet operating in. The Lord named Gideon according to what he 
would become in the future. Gideon went on to become one of Israel’s great military leaders. 

G. We see the Lord’s “editing process” in Abraham’s life saying that he never wavered in his faith. 
But we remember in Genesis 17, when God told Abraham that he would have a child, Abraham 
fell on his face and started laughing thinking the whole idea was ridiculous since he was 100 
years old! Then in Genesis 20, Abraham was afraid of King Abimelech (and his people) and said 
Sarah was his sister.  

20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief… (Rom. 4:20) 

H. God’s testimony of David is that he did all of God’s will and fulfilled God’s purpose. God did  
not label David by his failures, but by his victories. 
22 He raised up David…concerning whom He testified and said, “I have found David…a man 
after My heart, who will do all My will…” 36 For David, after he had served the purpose of 
God in his own generation, fell asleep… (Acts 13:22, 36; NAS) 

 

I. 1 Behold, you are fair, My love…you have dove's eyes…your hair is like a flock of goats…2 
Your teeth are like shorn sheep...3 Your lips are like…scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your 
temples…are like a piece of pomegranate. 4 Your neck is like the tower of David…5 Your 
breasts are like fawns…6 I will go my way to the mountain…7 You are all fair, My love, there 
is no spot in you. 8 Come with Me…My spouse…look from the top of Amana…from the 
mountains of the leopards. (Song 4:1-8) 

8 virtues: 
Dove's eyes: eyes of single-minded devotion and revelation 
Hair like goats: dedication to God 
Teeth like shorn sheep: chewing the meat of the Word 
Lips like scarlet (red): speech that is redemptive 
Kisses of the mouth: intimacy with God 
Veiled temples (cheeks/countenance): emotions impacted by the grace of God 
Neck like David’s tower: setting our will to obey God 
Breasts like fawns: the power to edify and nurture others 

J. 6 I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh... (Song 4:6) Initially, she refused His call to come 
to the mountain (2:9-10). However, in this season she commits to go to the mountain of myrrh- a 
fragrant burial spice that speaks of suffering (4.6) 

XV. THE RAVISHED (ENRAPTURED/CAPTURED) HEART OF THE BRIDEGROOM GOD 
(SONG 4:9-5:1) 
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A. 9 You have ravished My heart…My spouse…with one look of your eyes…10 How fair 
(beautiful) is your love…How much better than wine is your love... (Song 4:9-10) 

In verse 9, the King is revealed as the Bridegroom, with a heart ravished with desire and affection 
for His Bride. This insight into the King’s heart equips her to embrace the cross (4:6, 16).  

B. 12 A garden enclosed is My sister, My spouse, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed. (Song 4:12) 

Jesus gives a 7-fold description of her purity (4:12-15). A king’s garden was private. This is in 
contrast to a public one with defiled water. We can speak this to Jesus in our desire for purity. 

C. 16 Awake, O north wind, and come, O south! Blow upon my garden, that its spices may flow 
out. Let my Beloved come to His garden and eat its pleasant fruits. (Song 4:16 ) 

Her garden speaks of her heart before God. She wants the fragrance of God’s spices (fruits of the 
spirit, etc) to increase in her life. The north wind speaks of the cold bitter winds of winter. The 
south wind speaks of the warm refreshing winds of the summer. She is no longer afraid of the 
testings of God. She desires that Jesus receive His inheritance in her and cries, “Let my Beloved 
come to His garden.” 

D. 1 I have come to My garden, My sister, My spouse; I have gathered My myrrh with My spice; I 
have eaten My honeycomb with My honey; I have drunk My wine with My milk. (Song 5:1). 

In the first 4 chapters she was concerned with her inheritance (her garden). However, in the last 4 
chapters, Jesus’ inheritance in her is her focus. From now on, her heart is His garden not hers. 
She now defines her life radically different. Nine times He uses the ownership word “My”. 

XVI. THE ULTIMATE 2-FOLD TEST OF MATURITY (SONG 5:2-8) 
 

2 The voice of my Beloved! He knocks, saying, "Open for Me…My love…My perfect one; for My 
head is covered with dew, My locks with the drops of the night." (Song 5:2) 

A. Jesus embraced the cross in the long and lonely night in Gethsemane. Jesus comes to her as the 
man of sorrows in Gethsemane (5:2) and invites her to share His sufferings (Phil. 3:10). 

10 That I may know Him, he power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
(Phil. 3:10) 

B. Jesus asks her to, “Open up that He may come to her as the Man of Gethsemane.” Jesus wants to 
be the goal of her life, and not just the stepping stone to her agenda of success and happiness. 

C. 4 My heart yearned for Him. 5 I arose to open for my Beloved, and my hands dripped with 
myrrh…on the handles of the lock. (Song 5:4-5) 
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She responds in obedience saying she took off her dirty robes (see also Zech 3.1-5) and washed 
her feet in His grace (5:3). She is not afraid of obeying Jesus and thus, asked for the bitter north 
winds (Song 4:16). She rises immediately with a heart yearning in love for Him. Her heart is 
covered in myrrh, which speak of her heart commitment to embrace the sufferings of Christ in 
her pursuit of Jesus. (to be crucified with Christ so that she may also be raised with Him) 

D. 6 I opened for my Beloved, but my Beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped 
up when He spoke. I sought Him, but I could not find Him… He gave me no answer. (Song 
5:6) 

She experiences her first test as God withdraws His presence (5:6). This affects her ability to 
experience intimacy with God. In this passage, His presence leaves her for the second time in the 
Song (3:1). However, this time it is not related to disobedience (as in 3:1-2), but rather to her 
mature obedience. Sometimes God removes the feeling (though we don’t feel him, he never 
leaves us) of his presence to draw us deeper. These times increase the cry of our heart for God 
and also increase our faith in agreeing with truth of the word and not our emotions or 
circumstances. 

E. 7 The watchman…struck me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took my veil away 
from me. (Song 5:7) 

In this same season, she experiences her second test as her ministry is rejected (5:7). The 
watchmen or the leaders strike and wound her taking her veil (spiritual covering) so she can no 
longer function in ministry in the Body. Her ministry is gone, she can’t feel God’s presence, how 
will she respond to Him now?  

XVII. THE BRIDE’S RESPONSE TO THE 2-FOLD TEST (SONG 5:8-6:5) 

A. 8 O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my Beloved…tell Him I am lovesick! (Song 5:8) 

The Lord is asking her, “Will you still be Mine when you cannot feel My Presence? Will you 
still love and trust Me when you are disappointed by circumstances?” She responds with love, "I 
am Yours, at the deepest level of love. She responds in humility by asking for help from the 
daughters of Jerusalem. 

B. 9 What is your Beloved more than another Beloved, O fairest among women? (Song 5:9) 

The daughters of Jerusalem ask the Bride a question. In essence, they ask, “Why do you love 
Him so much that you ask us to go find Him? He has abandoned you. He took His presence away 
from you (v. 6) and let the elders wound you as they took their ministry from you (5:7). 
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C. 10 My beloved is white (dazzling, NAS) and ruddy, chief among ten thousand. 11 His head is 
like the finest gold; His locks are wavy…and black as a raven. 12 His eyes are like doves by 
the rivers of waters…13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices…His lips are lilies, dripping liquid 
myrrh. 14 His hands are rods of gold set with beryl. His body is carved ivory inlaid with 
sapphires. 15 His legs are pillars of marble set on bases of fine gold. His countenance is like 
Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 16 His mouth is most sweet, Yes, He is altogether lovely. 
This is my Beloved, and this is my friend… (Song 5:10-16) 

Her answer reveals her love for Jesus. She declares Jesus’ majestic beauty by describing some of 
His attributes (5:10- 16). This is one of the greatest proclamations on Jesus’ beauty in the 
Scripture. The amazing thing about this declaration is the time in her journey when she gives it. 
Everything in her circumstances seems to be going wrong, and God seems to have abandoned 
her. It’s during this difficult time that she declares how beautiful Jesus is! (we will look at each 
one of these in the next set of notes) 

XVIII. JESUS PRAISES HER AFTER THE SEASON OF TESTING (SONG 6:4-10) 

A. 4 O My love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah, lovely as Jerusalem, awesome as an army with 
banners! (Song 6:4) 

Her 2-fold test is now over. Jesus breaks the silence as He lavishes affection on her and describes 
her beauty. He declares that she is as beautiful as Tirzah (a city of the northern kingdom of 
Israel) and as lovely as Jerusalem (the capital of Israel). He proclaimed that she was as awesome 
as a victorious army with banners. When an army in the ancient world returned victorious from 
battle, they displayed their banners in a military procession. She defeated her greatest enemies, 
those found in her heart. 

B. 5 Turn your eyes away from Me, for they have overcome Me. (Song 6:5) 

Jesus is “conquered” only by His Bride’s extravagant love. Our eyes of devotion deeply touch 
the King’s heart. All the armies in hell cannot conquer Jesus, but the eyes of His Bride “conquer” 
Him when they are true to Him in times of testing. Our loyalty to the King touches him deeply. 

C. Jesus describes the Bride’s maturity and devotion (6:5c-7). 

D. 8 There are 60 queens and 80 concubines, and virgins without number. 9 My dove, my perfect 
one, is the…only one of her mother, the favorite of the one who bore her... (Song 6:8-9) 

Jesus describes the Bride’s pre-eminence in the King’s court. Jesus’ attendants around His 
heavenly court are seraphim, cherubim, archangels and angels without number. Like Esther, we 
have the favor of the King. 

E. 10 Who is she who looks forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, awesome as 
an army with banners? (Song 6:10) 

The Holy Spirit describes the Bride’s beauty (6:10). 
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XIX. THE VINDICATION OF THE PERSECUTED BRIDE (SONG 6:11-7:9A). 

A. As the Bride walks in this revelation of who she is before the Lord, she is persecuted. Mature 
love and commitment to serve the whole church (6:11) overcomes her (6:12). She does not allow 
her heart to be offended by those persecuting her, even from within the church. 

B. 13 Return, return, O Shulamite; Return, return, that we may look upon you! What would you 
see in the Shulamite-- As it were, the dance of the two camps? (Song 6:13) 

She receives a sincere response from some in the church (6:13a,b) yet a hostile response from 
others (6:13c,d). 

C. The Bride is vindicated by discerning saints (7:1-5). The Bride is vindicated by Jesus (7:6-9a). 

XX. THE BRIDE'S MATURE PARTNERSHIP WITH JESUS (SONG 7:9B-8:4). 

She walks out mature bridal partnership with Jesus which is expressed in obedience (7:9b-10). 
She expresses Bridal partnership in her intercession for more power (7:11-13). She expresses 
partnership in her boldness in public ministry (8:1-2). She expresses Bridal partnership in their 
full union (8:3-4). 

XXI. THE BRIDAL SEAL OF MATURE LOVE (SONG 8:5-7) 

Jesus invites her to receive the seal of fire upon her heart and to walk with Him in holy jealous 
love. God is a consuming fire and desires to impart His fire into our hearts. God’s commitment is 
to seal our heart supernaturally with His fiery love. This refers to walking in the grace of God to 
walk in the first commandment to love God fully.  

XXII. THE BRIDE’S FINAL INTERCESSION AND REVELATION (SONG 8:8-14) 

A. The Bride intercedes for the church (8:8–9) and for Jesus’ return (8:14).  

B. In Song 8:10, her 3-fold confidence is as a wall (selfless motives), as a tower (her supernatural 
abilities to nurture) and as one with peace (emotional hindrances are removed). 

C. In Song 8:11-12, she experiences the power and enjoyment of living before His eyes instead of 
before the eyes of men. Her sense of importance is rooted in eternity as she has revelation of 
giving account before God (8:11). The Bride has a revelation of her own spiritual maturity before 
God (8:12). 

D. Jesus' final commission to the Bride (8:13-14). The Bride's urgency is expressed in intercession. 
13 You who dwell in the gardens (the Bride), the companions listen for your voice-- Let Me 
(Jesus) hear it!  
14 Make haste, my Beloved (Jesus), and be like a gazelle or a young stag on the mountains of 
spices. (Song 8:13-14)  
 
17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come!" (Rev. 22:17) 


